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2018-2019 IMPACT REPORT 
 

INTRODUCTION 
 
2018 was the Center for International Policy’s first full year under “new management” 
since its founding in 1975. We are pleased to present this Impact Report to share the 
recent successes we have had with our friends and allies: 
 

● Convincing both houses of Congress to end U.S. support for the war in Yemen 
● Exposing the multi-million-dollar Washington lobbying efforts of Saudi Arabia 
● Making an informed and pragmatic case for cutting the Pentagon budget by 

$100 billion a year over 10 years, and making the U.S. safer at the same time 
● Refuting Trump administration claims of major job creation from arms exports to 

Saudi Arabia 
● Releasing two annual reports on Trends in U.S. Arms Sales worldwide, 

highlighting the repressive regimes to which the U.S. exports arms 
● Publishing new and exclusive data on U.S. security assistance programs that train 

and equip foreign forces worldwide  
● Maintaining CIP’s position as the sole organization that captures all U.S. 

government and commercial arms sales data across the Defense, Commerce, 
and State Departments, and makes it available to the wider public 

● Helping to pass an amendment to the 2019 NDAA (National Defense 
Authorization Act) to counter foreign propaganda by protecting press freedom, 
while also guaranteeing that Americans are made aware of exactly who is 
funding the TV content they’re watching 

● Publishing an analysis of the first comprehensive list of advisory opinions under 
the Foreign Agents Registration Act, which was designed to increase 
transparency of foreign influence in the American political process.  

● Publishing a report on corruption and U.S. counterterrorism assistance programs 
overseas and providing briefings for key offices at the Departments of State and 
Defense 

● Providing training on the use of the Security Assistance Monitor database for the 
annual Arab Reporters for Investigative Journalism forum in Amman, Jordan 

● Informing policymakers about the dangers of the Trump administration’s 
proposed rule to reduce export controls on commercial firearm sales, including 
releasing blueprints for how to create untraceable and undetectable 3D-printed 
guns. 
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● Achieving multiple infrastructure successes include paying off all outstanding 
debt, hiring a fundraising consultant, adding 4 new board members, holding a 
strategic planning retreat, and creating a strategic plan for the coming years  

 
The board of directors, staff, and long-time supporters reflected on what makes the 
Center unique – its diversity, independence, and opposition to militarism – and 
reaffirmed these values as the foundation for rebuilding the Center to meet the U.S. 
foreign policy challenges of today and tomorrow. Over the past year, CIP established a 
vision for its future as a forward-thinking research, public education, and advocacy 
center that can change the discourse on U.S. foreign policy – an institution that can 
provide an independent, progressive, and bold alternative to “the blob” of Washington-
based foreign policy think tanks and elites. This report outlines the wide range of 
success that CIP has achieved since January 2018.  
 

ENDING WAR 
 
There have been important new opportunities in 2018 and early 2019 to change America’s 
role in the world, beginning with stopping U.S. support for the horrendous war in Yemen. 
This war, led by Saudi Arabia and the United Arab Emirates, has resulted in the deaths of 
tens of thousands of people, with millions more suffering from disease and starvation in 
what the United Nations has declared the world’s worst humanitarian disaster. In the past 
several months, both the House and the Senate voted to end U.S. support for the war in 
Yemen, rebuking President Trump’s support for the Saudi Kingdom even after the heinous 
murder of U.S. resident and Washington Post columnist Jamal Khashoggi.  
 
CIP’s programs contributed significantly to this victory by exposing the tens of millions 
of dollars in U.S. arms sales to Saudi Arabia and the U.A.E., focusing a spotlight on the 
power of the Saudi lobby in Washington, and tracking campaign contributions made by 
Saudi and Emirati lobbyists to U.S. lawmakers. The Washington Post invited Ben 
Freeman, director of CIP’s Foreign Influence Transparency Initiative (FITI), to write a lead 
commentary on the Saudi lobby that appeared in both the online and print editions of 
the paper and followed that a few days later with their own editorial board commentary 
that cited CIP’s report. Freeman and CIP’s Arms & Security Project director William 
Hartung have appeared in print and on television with great frequency to challenge the 
President’s false claims about the U.S.-Saudi relationship, about the U.S. role in the war 
in Yemen and elsewhere, and about overspending on the military. 
 
As the U.S. role in the Saudi-led coalition in Yemen increasingly came under scrutiny, 
CIP’s Security Assistance Monitor (SAM) produced infographics depicting the types of 
U.S. weapons sold to the Saudis and the types of military aid that the Saudis and 
Emiratis receive from the United States. In the last quarter of 2018 alone, CIP received 
over 100 major media hits across the political spectrum of publications from The Nation 
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magazine and The New York Times to The American Conservative, which helped 
significantly to challenge the status quo in the U.S.-Saudi relationship. 
 

CUTTING THE BLOATED BUDGET OF THE PENTAGON 
 
In November, CIP launched a Sustainable Defense Task Force comprised of leading military 
and budget experts, which will produce a blueprint for cutting the Pentagon budget to be 
released in June 2019. CIP’s goal is to reframe the debate entirely. The purpose of the task 
force is to craft a 10-year defense budget and strategy document to be used by skeptics of 
runaway defense spending in Congress, the media, and citizens’ organizations to advance a 
common-sense approach for protecting the United States and its allies more effectively at a 
lower budgetary cost.  
 
Given historically high levels of Pentagon spending and the unprecedented volume of U.S. 
debt, the time is ripe for such an initiative. The report will be of particular value in the 
context of the new Congress that took office in January 2019, and as a touchstone for 
debates over Pentagon spending and military strategy during the run up to the 2020 
presidential election. In recent years, debates over Pentagon spending have focused 
primarily on individual issues such as wasteful spending, specific weapons systems, or the 
general need for more fiscal discipline. These efforts are important, but will be far more 
effective when backed up by a comprehensive, evidence-based analysis of how to keep 
America and its allies safe without overspending on wasteful and/or antiquated defense 
strategies. 
 
The impact of this work will be to provide progressive and moderate Democrats and fiscally 
conservative Republicans with a much-needed rigorous analysis they can point to in efforts 
to cap and cut the Pentagon budget. Having a well-crafted plan in hand will give them the 
data and the message framing they need to be more effective than simply criticizing a 
weapons program here and a wasteful practice there. Although calling out specific concerns 
is valuable, the Task Force will couch them in a broader defense spending strategy that both 
ensures the safety and security of the U.S. and our allies, and promotes international peace. 
CIP aims to demonstrate that we can cut the Pentagon while keeping the country safe – and, 
in fact, making it safer and more fiscally sustainable than it is under current policies. 
 

STOPPING THE DESTRUCTION CAUSED BY U.S. ARMS EXPORTS  
 
During the past year, the goal of CIP’s Arms & Security Project has been to encourage 
debate on arms transfer policy and provide recommendations on how to regulate arms 
transfers to serve the interests of peace and security in the Middle East. The project also 
helped raise serious, persistent questions about the Trump administration’s easing of 
arms export controls and its negative consequences for security and human rights, in 
both the media and Congress. In addition, it was the primary source of analysis 
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debunking the claims of major job creation from arms exports to Saudi Arabia and other 
Middle East nations. 
 
Each of the reports produced by the project had significant impact on the debates in 
Congress, the media, and among the general public concerning the wisdom of U.S. arms 
transfers to the Middle East. In particular, these reports highlighted the role of U.S. arms 
sales to Saudi Arabia and the UAE in continuing what some members of Congress have 
said “look like war crimes” in Yemen, and aiding those two nations in perpetuating a war 
that continues to have disastrous humanitarian consequences. CIP’s work produced 
significant recommendations on how best to transform U.S. arms transfer policies and 
practices to promote security, human rights, and peace in the Persian Gulf and the 
broader Middle East. 
 
The Arms & Security Project’s media output was used widely on Capitol Hill in debates 
over U.S. arms sales to the Persian Gulf, in media discussions of the Trump 
administration’s emerging arms export policy, and in articles and reports debunking the 
myth that U.S. arms exports to the Middle East are major job creators in the United 
States. Bill Hartung, director of the project, has become one of the most prolific writers 
and advocates in this field. By elevating discussion of U.S. arms sales policies towards 
the Middle East, the project has served as a major source of information and analysis 
used by NGOs, members of Congress, and the media in the ongoing debate over U.S. 
arms supplies to Saudi Arabia and the UAE in connection with the war being waged by 
those nations in Yemen. 
 
Together, the Security Assistance Monitor and the Arms & Security Project released an 
Arms Trend report this spring that examined the $78.8 billion in U.S. arms sales in 2018, 
and made concrete recommendations for steps to increase transparency and 
accountability in U.S. arms exports. CIP’s work showed the Trump Administration’s 
valuation of economic gains above human rights, as the president continues to push 
controversial and previously halted arms sales to countries where U.S. weapons have 
been used to contribute to the violent suppression of civilians by their governments. 
The report was launched with a press call featuring reporters from several different 
news outlets. 
 

CREATING TRANSPARENCY IN THE U.S. MILITARY’S GLOBAL 
FOOTPRINT 
 
During 2018-2019 and newly under the direction of Christina Arabia, the Security 
Assistance Monitor (SAM) obtained a significant amount of new and exclusive data on 
U.S. government security assistance programs, released several publications, and 
expanded its outreach through a number of public events. This resulted in over 80 news 
articles and reports that included SAM data, analysis, or quotes about U.S. security 
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sector assistance. SAM’s findings make CIP the only organization that captures all U.S. 
government-to-government and U.S. commercial arms sales data, and the only 
organization with a complete database on U.S. arms sales. 
 
In collaboration with the Stimson Center, SAM investigated how much the U.S. 
government spends on foreign counterterrorism aid each year. The Stimson Center’s 
2018 report on the subject included a section written by SAM personnel, and a 
companion fact sheet/infographic. CIP also co-hosted an event with the Stimson Center, 
the Forum on the Arms Trade, and the Center for Civilians in Conflict entitled "Taking 
Aim: A Closer Look at the Global Arms Trade," which brought together government 
officials, investigative reporters, human rights leaders, researchers, and a former arms 
dealer. SAM’s director attended the Arab Reporters for Investigative Journalism Annual 
Forum in Jordan and led a workshop on how journalists can access data on U.S. military 
and police aid and arms sales to countries in the Middle East and North Africa, and how 
to investigate whether the aid is being used as intended. 
 
SAM published a report entitled Corruption in the Defense Sector: Identifying Key Risks 
to U.S. Counterterrorism Aid, which concluded that two-thirds of the recipients of U.S. 
counterterrorism aid pose serious corruption risks, including the inability to address 
terror threats and the further fueling of terrorist financing and recruitment. SAM 
launched the groundbreaking report with a panel discussion on the Hill and was invited 
to both the State and Defense Departments to discuss the report’s findings, including 
which countries will likely present the greatest risks. SAM also produced a fact 
sheet/infographic with an overview and analysis of both Foreign Military Sales and 
Direct Commercial Sales Congressional Notifications for 2018. Obtaining this data 
allowed us to break the news of potentially risky and controversial commercial arms 
sales, including a particularly problematic missile sale to Saudi Arabia. 
 
In response to the Trump Administration’s proposed rule to reduce export controls on 
commercial firearms sales, SAM provided key facts and analysis to help the Government 
Accountability Office, journalists, and the policy community better understand the main 
risks of the proposal. Following its publication, U.S. Senator Edward Markey’s office 
used SAM’s detailed report to write to the administration raising concerns about 
releasing plans for printing 3-D guns.  
 
SAM worked with a group of experts to push Congress to block the Trump 
Administration’s plan to move oversight of firearms exports from State to Commerce, 
and both the House and Senate have now introduced bills blocking the Trump 
Administration’s proposed changes. SAM published a fact sheet of U.S. proposed 
firearms sales in 2018, highlighting problematic countries that would receive U.S. 
firearms without any Congressional knowledge or oversight under Trump’s proposal.  
 

https://www.stimson.org/sites/default/files/file-attachments/CT_Spending_Report_0.pdf
http://securityassistance.org/fact_sheet/major-trends-us-counterterrorism-aid-fy-2015-19
https://www.forumarmstrade.org/ac2018.html
https://www.forumarmstrade.org/ac2018.html
http://securityassistance.org/publication/corruption-defense-sector-identifying-key-risks-us-counterterrorism-aid
http://securityassistance.org/publication/corruption-defense-sector-identifying-key-risks-us-counterterrorism-aid
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fSfEWyAM8XI
http://securityassistance.org/fact_sheet/us-arms-sales-notifications-2018
http://securityassistance.org/fact_sheet/us-arms-sales-notifications-2018
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/1134
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/459/
http://securityassistance.org/fact_sheet/congressional-notifications-proposed-us-commercial-firearms-exports-2018
http://securityassistance.org/fact_sheet/congressional-notifications-proposed-us-commercial-firearms-exports-2018
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COMBATING WAR-MONGERING FOREIGN INFLUENCE ON U.S. FOREIGN 
POLICY 
 
Formed in late 2017, CIP’s Foreign Influence Transparency Initiative (FITI) works to 
increase transparency of the work foreign agents are doing that promotes a more 
militarized U.S. foreign policy. FITI is dedicated to increasing public education about the 
role foreign powers play within American democracy. Efforts to accomplish this goal 
include collaborating with journalists to highlight corruption in the foreign influence 
industry and working with policymakers to develop solutions to stymie undue foreign 
influence. 
 
In 2018, FITI published a major exposé on Saudi lobbying efforts following the murder of 
Jamal Khashoggi, which was cited by dozens of media outlets and used by advocacy 
organizations to successfully advance a Yemen War Powers Resolution to end U.S. 
support for the Saudi-led war in Yemen. The program also helped craft the Countering 
Foreign Propaganda Act, first introduced by Representatives Seth Moulton (D-MA) and 
Elise Stefanik (R-NY). Key elements of that bill were attached to the NDAA and passed in 
2018 to help ensure that Americans are informed when they are watching TV that is 
funded by foreign governments. Altogether in 2018, FITI’s work was published or cited 
more than one hundred times by media across the political spectrum. 
 
FITI’s work in 2019 is already expanding upon the successes of last year by providing 
even more transparency on both Saudi Arabia and UAE lobbying activities, and exposing 
how these countries, and many others, exert undue influence at think tanks in D.C. In 
the first half of 2019, FITI’s work has once again appeared in numerous mainstream 
media outlets, including The Washington Post, Salon, and The Nation. Ultimately, these 
efforts will help to level the playing field for independent organizations seeking a more 
peaceful, just, and sustainable world.   
 

UNCOVERING THE MILITARIZATION OF U.S. AFRICA POLICY 
 
CIP formally launched an Africa Program this spring (2019), hiring a full-time program 
and research associate, Temi Ibirogba, who will work directly with CIP President Salih 
Booker in implementing the program. Ibirogba brings an impressive skill set to CIP from 
her experience working at a journal of Nigerian and African affairs, and at an 
international development organization. She also holds a master’s degree from the 
London School of Economics. 
 
CIP’s Africa Program tracks and analyzes U.S. foreign policy toward the nations of Africa. 
By informing policymakers, the media, scholars, NGOs and the public – both in the 
United States and Africa – about trends and issues related to U.S. foreign policy toward 
Africa, CIP seeks to promote greater positive U.S. engagement with the nations of Africa 
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and with Africa’s regional and continental organizations. CIP works to increase the level 
of transparency in U.S. relations with Africa and to promote greater Congressional 
oversight with regard to policies concerning human rights and democracy, security 
cooperation, economic development, trade policies and other U.S. policies on global 
issues that impact the continent such as climate change and migration. 
 
The Africa Program will produce reports, articles and commentary, and also organize 
roundtable discussions and briefings to promote an informed debate about key U.S. 
policies toward Africa. CIP’s objective is to promote the demilitarization of U.S.-Africa 
policy and to increase peaceful engagement through diplomacy and development 
cooperation to address regional and global challenges. 
 

CIP LEGACY PROJECTS 
 
CIP’s Americas Program supported election observers for the 2018 Mexican presidential 
election, and helped facilitate the World Social Forum on Migration last November. For 35 
years CIP’s Latin America program team has served as a leading source of information for 
policymakers, scholars, activists, and citizens concerned about US foreign policy in Latin 
America, human rights, and movements for social justice within the hemisphere. In 2018-
2019, the program, directed by Laura Carlsen, published a major study on U.S. asylum 
policies and practices at the border with Mexico and the denial of human rights and the 
externalization of borders. 
 
In 2018, the Cuba Project hosted a conference on historic preservation and environmentally 
sustainable tourism on the island to coincide with a report on the history of unsustainable 
tourism elsewhere in the Caribbean. The event featured the Cuban Ambassador to the U.S., 
and highlighted the lessons Cuba can learn from other Caribbean nations as it seeks to 
preserve its own environment in the face of a growing tourism industry.  
 

SUPPORTING DIRECT ACTION 
 
CIP became the fiscal sponsor of Freedom Forward Fund (FFF) in 2019. FFF seeks an 
end to U.S. support for dictators, monarchies, and nondemocratic governments. It 
envisions a world in which U.S. foreign policy is fully aligned with the hopes and 
aspirations of people who desire freedom. 
 
For too long, U.S. foreign policy has directly contradicted U.S. government rhetoric. 
While U.S. officials talk about freedom, the U.S. government maintains alliances with 
other governments that brutalize critics and silence dissent at home. FFF combines 
research, advocacy, and solidarity-based activism to achieve both changes in U.S. 
foreign policy and expanded freedom in societies that struggle under repressive U.S.-
backed governments. While FFF campaigns primarily focus on the U.S. government, they 
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also work to build direct civil society pressure on repressive governments that are 
backed by the U.S., as well as on the private entities that enable or profit from such 
repression. FFF seeks a culture shift in the discourse of U.S. foreign policy, and it 
engages other organizations in pursuit of this. FFF’s priority campaigns will focus on 
breaking the U.S. – Saudi Arabia alliance and stopping the march to war with Iran. 
 
CIP’s fiscal sponsorship of the environmental program Mighty Earth has helped them 
succeed in combating deforestation in Asia, Africa and Latin America, and increasingly 
expand their work to fisheries, rivers, and oceans. In Southeast Asia, Mighty Earth has helped 
to stop deforestation and protect indigenous rights, with a focus on the palm oil industry. 
They have already succeeded in persuading the world’s largest palm oil traders and their 
customers to adopt strong forest and human rights policies, and will monitor and expose the 
activities of companies not in compliance with these standards through satellite mapping 
and field investigations, filing grievances with major palm oil customers to ensure these 
rogue actors are excluded from international markets. In the Mekong, they have launched a 
major initiative to stop deforestation driven by the rubber industry, and run campaigns 
focused on persuading the world’s largest tire companies, such as Bridgestone, to adopt and 
implement strong forest and human rights policies.  
 

BUILDING A SUSTAINABLE PROGRESSIVE FOREIGN POLICY 
INFRASTRUCTURE 
 
In his first year as President, Salih Booker took key steps to strengthen CIP’s 
infrastructure by paying off a long-standing $150,000 debt and initiating a Strategic 
Planning process. CIP has also been working with consultants at Beth Grupp and 
Associates (BGA) to improve CIP’s fundraising systems and financial sustainability.  
 
In another aspect of organizational development, CIP has added four new board 
members, all of whom are women, and two of whom are women of color. They include 
a former Ambassador, an NGO executive director, an author with expertise on 
transparency and corruption, and an organizational development professional. CIP also 
held a strategic planning retreat in September, established a theory of change, and 
produced a short-term strategic plan document.  
 
 

The Center for International Policy would not have been able to accomplish so much 
without the support of numerous individual and institutional supporters. We thank 

each and every one of you for helping us to advance a peaceful, just and sustainable 
world! 


